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The Policy of the Knox County Fire Prevention Bureau is that open flame cooking devices (grills) 
shall not be operated or stored on balconies or within 10’ of combustible construction. 
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INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE 
OPEN FLAMES 
 
General. This section shall control open flames, fire and 
burning on all premises. 
 
Open-flame cooking devices. Charcoal burners and other 
open-flame cooking devices shall not be operated on 
combustible balconies or within 10 feet (3048 mm) of 
combustible construction. 
 
Exceptions: 
1. One- and two-family dwellings. 
2. Where buildings, balconies and decks are protected by 
an automatic sprinkler system. 
 
Liquefied-petroleum-gas-fueled cooking devices. LP-gas 
burners having an LP-gas container with a water capacity 
greater than 2.5 pounds [nominal 1 pound (0.454 kg) LP-gas 
capacity] shall not be located on combustible balconies or 
within 10 feet (3048 mm) of combustible construction.  
 
Exception: One- and two-family dwellings. 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE SECTION 
Matters not provided for. Requirements that 
are essential for the public safety of an 
existing or proposed activity, building or 
structure, or for the safety of the occupants 
thereof, which are not specifically provided 
for by this code shall be determined by the 
fire code official. 
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This handout is intended as a guide. It is by no means all-inclusive or has all 
code related section listed. If you have questions regarding this information 
please contact the Knox Co. Fire Prevention Bureau at 215-4660 

Open-flame decorative devices.  
Open-flame decorative devices shall comply with all 
of the following restrictions: 
 
1. Class I and Class II liquids and LP-gas shall not be 
used. 
2. Liquid- or solid-fueled lighting devices containing 
more than 8 ounces (237 ml) of fuel must self-
extinguish and not leak fuel at a rate of more than 
0.25 teaspoon per minute (1.26 ml per minute) if 
tipped over. 
3. The device or holder shall be constructed to 
prevent the spillage of liquid fuel or wax at the rate of 
more than 0.25 teaspoon per minute (1.26 ml per 
minute) when the device or holder is not in an upright 
position. 
4. The device or holder shall be designed so that it will 
return to the upright position after being tilted to an 
angle of 45 degrees from vertical. 
 
Exception: Devices that self-extinguish if tipped over 
and do not spill fuel or wax at the rate of more than 
0.25 teaspoon per minute 
(1.26 ml per minute) if tipped over.  
5. The flame shall be enclosed except where openings 
on the side are not more than 0.375 inch (9.5 mm) 
diameter or where openings are on the top and the 
distance to the top is such that a piece of tissue paper 
placed on the top will not ignite in 10 seconds. 
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